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WHO	WE	ARE
Launched in 2013, Palestine Solidarity Legal Support (PSLS) provides 
legal advocacy to protect the Palestine solidarity movement in the United 
States. With a network of partners, we develop legal resources, engage in 
advocacy, and support litigation. We equip activists with tools to withstand 
assaults on their free-speech rights, and we work to change the discourse 
in the U.S. about Palestinian human rights activism. 
PSLS is the only organization in the United States working full-time to 
coordinate legal support and advocacy specifically for Palestinian human 
rights activism.  

WHY	PALESTINE-SPECIFIC	LEGAL	SUPPORT?
The U.S. movement for justice in Palestine is growing, as diverse groups  
of students, academics, and activists challenge Israeli policies and U.S. 
support for Israel. Campaigns opposing these policies and those calling for 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) are shifting the national 
discourse away from the unquestioning support for Israel that has 
characterized U.S. foreign policy for decades.
Yet as this movement gains steam, so does the backlash against it. Free-
speech activities supportive of Palestinian rights are increasingly under 
attack. Pro-Israel organizations engage in legal bullying as a way of hamper-
ing this movement.  Meanwhile, surveillance by government entities and 
criminalization of Palestinian human rights activism is on the rise. 

WHAT	WE	DO
•	 Track	incidents	of	repression	of	Palestinian	rights	activism:		

We document all cases of intimidation and repression of Palestinian rights 
activists in the U.S., and expose them through advocacy.    
Impact: Our documentation creates a record of the repression, illustrates the 
trends in repression tactics, and exposes the concerted nature of efforts to 
silence advocacy. Illustrating the patterns helps activists better predict chal-
lenges, and educates decision makers to achieve better results for activists.

•	 Provide	legal	advice,	referrals	or	representation	to	activists:	
We offer legal support for activists by advising them and advocating on 
their behalf.  In 2013 alone, we responded to over 100 requests for assis-
tance, and the numbers are rising.    
Impact: Activists know to contact PSLS for free, professional legal counsel 
to avoid, navigate and confront legal challenges. They feel more confident 
knowing they have legal backing, and as a result, their advocacy has the 
space to thrive where it would otherwise be silenced or inhibited. 

•	 Provide	Know	Your	Rights	resources	for	activist	communities:	
We conduct ‘Know Your Rights’ workshops around the country, and 
produce resources for activists, including our booklet, “Legal and Tactical 
Guide: Palestinian Human Rights Advocacy in the U.S.”  
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http://palestinelegalsupport.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Legal-and-Tactical-Guide-Palestinian-Human-Rights-Advocacy-in-the-U.S.-.pdf
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Legal-and-Tactical-Guide-Palestinian-Human-Rights-Advocacy-in-the-U.S.-.pdf


Impact: Our resources empower activists by informing them of their 
rights in situations they are likely to encounter, and giving them confi-
dence to assert these rights. Activists can now identify and prepare for 
legal threats in advance.

•	 Engage	in	advocacy	to	protect	the	movement	for	Palestinian	rights: 
We defend the rights of individuals and groups to engage in speech activi-
ties — from protests to boycotts —  by challenging baseless and damaging 
accusations against them, and raising awareness about the repression in 
public forums and the media.   
Impact: Our advocacy is a counterweight against relentless efforts to 
smear and malign the movement for Palestinian rights. We encourage 
government and private entities to resist bullying by forces aiming to stifle 
dissenting voices. Publications such as The New York Times, the LA Times, 
The Huffington Post, The Jerusalem Post, The Boston Globe, and others have 
reported on our work.

•			Build	a	network	of	advocates	to	protect	activist	rights:	We recruit 
new legal professionals and equip them to understand and confront the 
challenges to Palestine activism. We coordinate with dozens of attorneys, 
legal and advocacy organizations and groups to ensure that activists have 
free, dedicated and localized legal and advocacy support.  
Impact: We are increasing the pool of individuals who are informed and 
ready to protect activists.

CASE	HIGHLIGHTS	
PSLS	is	advocating	on	the	front	lines	of	Palestinian	rights	activism.	

•	 We	support	the	American	Studies	Association	and other academics 
targeted for their endorsement of academic boycotts with threats of a  
lawsuit and other intimidation tactics. 

•	 We	work	with	local	coalitions	to defeat anti-boycott legislation at the state 
and federal levels.

•	 We	helped achieve	the	landmark	dismissal	of	complaints	before	the	
Department	of	Education (DOE)	against three University of California 
schools, rejecting false claims that Palestinian rights activism on campus 
created a hostile environment for Jewish supporters of Israel.

•	 We	backed	students	at	Brooklyn	College	who faced calls for censorship 
and legal threats for organizing an event discussing the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions movement.

•	 We	advised	the	Northeastern	University	Students	for	Justice	in	Palestine	
group as it faced probation, suspension, and discriminatory treatment.

•	 We	work	with	a	coalition	to	support	Rasmea	Odeh,	an esteemed Pales-
tinian-American community activist in Chicago targeted after 20 years in the 
U.S. for allegedly failing to acknowledge her arrest, conviction, torture, and 
10 year imprisonment by Israeli authorities on her immigration applications.
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http://palestinelegalsupport.org/resources/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/02/opinion/hillels-policy-on-campus-speakers.html?_r=1
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/aug/28/local/la-me-ln-uc-jewish-20130828
http://live.huffingtonpost.com/r/segment/worldbrief-with-ase-april-11/533d787302a7603b050000b2
http://www.jpost.com/National-News/Shurat-Hadin-criticized-for-threatening-to-sue-ASA-over-Israel-boycott-337927
http://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2013/06/17/intimidation-palestine-solidarity-activism-should-brought-light/jlguxuptIN2daKGFAztwkN/story.html
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2013/12/16/psls-advises-american-studies-association-that-boycott-is-protected-first-amendment-activity/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2014/04/02/anti-boycott-resolution-rejected-in-illinois-state-senate-committee/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2014/03/04/protect-the-right-to-boycott/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2014/02/12/ccr-nlg-and-cair-usa-ask-house-education-committee-to-oppose-anti-boycott-bill/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2013/08/28/in-landmark-victory-for-student-free-speech-department-of-education-dismisses-complaints/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2013/08/28/in-landmark-victory-for-student-free-speech-department-of-education-dismisses-complaints/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2013/04/15/brooklyn-college-students-for-justice-in-palestine-vindicated-after-2-month-cuny-investigation-into-bds-event/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2014/04/23/there-is-no-palestine-exception-to-free-speech-rights-northeastern-overturns-students-for-justice-in-palestine-suspension/
http://palestinelegalsupport.org/2013/10/23/psls-ccr-and-33-other-rights-groups-sign-statement-opposing-indictment-of-palestinian-american-activist-rasmea-odeh/


Palestine Solidarity Legal Support works in partnership with the  
Center for Constitutional Rights and collaborates closely with the  
National Lawyers Guild and other legal and advocacy organizations. 
PSLS is an independent fiscally sponsored project of the Tides Center, 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  

For more information, visit 
www.PalestineLegalSupport.org

Email	us	at	info@palestinelegalsupport.org
Call	312-212-0448	•	Follow	us	on	Twitter:	@pal_legal 
HOW	CAN	YOU	HELP	SUSTAIN	THIS	WORK?	

Your	donation	to	PSLS	will	help	protect	Palestinian	rights	activism.
Donate online, or make checks payable to 

“Tides Center – Palestine Solidarity Legal Support” and send to: 
PSLS

637 S. Dearborn St., 3rd Floor
Chicago, IL 60605

For	volunteer	opportunities,	internships	and	
other	ways	to	get	involved,	contact	us! 
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