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Music in Homes     2015-16
Sat. December 26, 8 pm
James Carter Quartet p24
Virtuosic saxophone sensation 
James Carter joins composer/
guitarist A. Spencer Barefield, 
who describes Carter as “the 
John Coltrane of our era.” Share 
a champagne toast,  delicious food, 
and memorable music with Marion 
Hayden on bass and Djallo Keita on 
drums to  celebrate the New Year. 

Sat. January 30, 8 pm
Taslimah Bey 
Ragtime Band 
Mardi Gras Celebration p27
Jazz history comes alive when 
master Ragtime pianist Taslimah 
Bey plays the music of Jelly Roll 
Morton, Scott Joplin, and New Or-
leans. Her all-star quartet features 
big bandleader, saxophonist Ben 
Pruitt, bassist Marion Hayden, 
and percussionist Djallo Keita. 

Sat. Feb. 20, 8pm 
Black History Month 
Jazz Tribute  
Dobbins-Krahnke-Weed- 
Barefield Quartet p31
Twenty-first century jazz masters 
percussionist Sean Dobbins, 
bassist Kurt Krahnke, pianist 
Tad Weed and guitarist A. 
Spencer Barefield pay tribute 
to preeminent 20th century Black 
composers, such as Duke Ellington, 
Cedar Walton, John Coltrane, and 
Thelonious Monk.

Sat. March 19, 8 pm
Victor Ghannam World 
Music Quartet p33
Crossing genres from Middle 
Eastern, to jazz, Flamenco, rock ’n 
roll, and exotic belly dancing music, 
Victor Ghannam’s dazzling 

command on the oud and qanoun has earned him worldwide 
recognition. An Iraqi violinist and percussionists from India and 
Tunisia will hypnotize you with magical  music.

Sat. April 9, 8 pm PUBLIQuartet p33
Violinist Jannina Barefield Norpoth returns to her hometown 
with the award-winning NY-based PUBLIQuartet (PQ). Known 
for technical mastery and joyful performances, PQ incorporates 
classical and contemporary works, original compositions and 
improvisations. From their sold-out debut at Carnagie Hall, to 
Lincoln Center, Symphony Space, Dizzy’s Club, and the DIA, PQ 
are, as Symphony Magazine states, “Leaders of the New School.”

Sat. May 21, 8 pm Garden Concert p35

Orquesta La Inspiracion
Our annual Latin Jazz world music-
concert is always a favorite. Congero 
Ozzie Rivera and pianist Bill Mey-
er lead a large ensemble featuring a hot 
horn section, explosive percussions and 
soulful vocals with Armando Vega 
and Dulce Checkler. The rhythms of 
salsa, merengue, cumbia and Afro-Carib-
bean jazz will have you dancin’. 

Fri. June 17, 8 pm Garden Concert p36

Planet D Nonet South African Project
Planet D Nonet’s (PD9) Township Jazz 
Project focuses on great South African 
jazz artists, including Abdullah Ibrahim, 
Hugh Masekela, the Brotherhood of 
Breath, Winston “Mankunku” Ngozi and 
others. Trumpeter James O’Donnell 
and drummer RJ Spangler lead this 
incredibly busy top-notch band known 
for playing swing, blues, space-age jazz 
and classic American songs. 

Sat. June 18, 8 pm Garden Concert p37

David Alan Grier Quartet
Did you hear him roar as the Cowardly 
Lion in NBC’s The WIZ? Multi-Tony 
and Grammy nominee,  Broadway, film, 
comedy and TV star David Alan 
Grier returns to his native Detroit 
to perform with his childhood pal A. 
Spencer Barefield. Grier’s mastery 
of Mississippi Delta Blues and steel 
guitar evoke an authenticity few can 
attain. He’s equally powerful in 
the American Songbook tradi-
tion, and will certainly include 
pieces from his award-winning 
Broadway role of Sportin’ 
Life in George Gershwin’s 
Porgy and Bess. Bassist Dave 
Young and drummer Djallo 
Keita round out the quartet. 

Beautiful homes & gardens with delicious food at every concert!
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Free Consultation & Estimates
We specialize in historical 

restoration of classic homes. 
All types of instant financing.

Call now and receive $500 off 
any project. LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Expert Remodeling & Renovations
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Libraries 

Basements • Additions

What a difference
old-world skill and
craftsmanship can
make in your home!
We offer a complete
range of services to
help  return your
home to its former
 splendor or  update
and modernize it to
better suit your
lifestyle.

MASONRY
Driveways, 
sidewalks, chimney 
& brick restoration

WINDOWS
Kelly wood
 windows or 
value-priced vinyl
 replacements

SIDING 
Beautiful James
Hardie hardboard 
or vinyl high-
quality siding

PORCHES 
Concrete or 
wood, steps & 
wrought iron

As a registered member of the Michigan Historical Preservation Network, Renaissance Restorations has the experience 
and proven track record to meet all of your needs from a single job to an entire gut rehabilitation of a property.

Roofing & Gutters
Renaissance  specializes in all types 

of roofing:  asphalt, historic slate, 
clay tile and wood shingles; even copper

 gutters, valleys and flashings

Quality Home Improvements

RENAISSANCE
RESTORATIONS
Expert Remodeling • Licensed & Insured
Member of the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Network

313-585-7852 • www.rrestoration.com
211 E. Merrill #507 • Birmingham, Michigan 48009 

NEW 2014 MIH-Tour bk_Layout 1  12/11/14  2:58 PM  Page 27
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Palmer Woods Association& Creative Arts CollectiveEmail: concertseries@palmerwoods.org • 313-891-2514     Dear Palmer Woods Music in Homes Guests,     Throughout 2015, Palmer Woods has celebrated the Centennial Anniversary 
of our neighborhood. We complete our year of special events with a spectacular 
Home Tour (read about it in the opposite end of this book) and our Holiday Concert 
with saxophone great James Carter. In addition to our eight Palmer Woods Music 
in Homes concerts, we will present our free Music for Children concerts, thanks 
to the generousity of our sponsors, especially our major sponsor, City Living  
Detroit. Read about our history on pages 18-19 and learn more at palmerwoods.org.

Since the Palmer Woods  Association and Creative Arts  Collective started this concert series in 2007, we have 

been privileged to present some of the world’s finest talents. In fact, many of the artists who have performed 

on Palmer Woods living room “stages” are more famous on the international scene than in the Detroit area. 

Our intention, from the beginning, was to showcase outstanding musicians who live in or have strong con-

nections to the Detroit area. We wanted to blow our own horn, both in regards to the extraordinary Detroit 

musicians, as well as the architectural gems we call our homes. A unique marriage to counteract the Detroit 

bashing that was at its height when we began the series, we hoped the concerts would improve Detroit’s 

local and national image and bolster recognition and support of our musicians. 
Since then, we have presented more than 75 events, including free concerts for children, teachers and 

families. Often selling out weeks in advance, the concert series has been a tremendous success, gaining a 

loyal following and attracting new audience members continually. It has garnered both local and national 

attention, including glowing coverage in the Atlantic Monthly by Ta-Nehisi Coates, the recipient of a “Genius 

Grant” from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation in 2015.The list of performers on our series reads like a who’s who in the book of Detroit musical greats, such as 

New Orleans clarinet master Charlie Gabriel, who now leads the Preservation Hall Jazz Band; and Kresge 

Eminent Artist recipient trumpeter Marcus Belgrave, who was mourned internationally when he passed this 

year. We have showcased musicians from the Detroit Symphony, National Endowment for the Arts Heritage 

Fellows, and masters of jazz, classical and world music.For our ninth season, we are honored to present more artists of this caliber, beginning with James Carter 

and concluding the season with the renowned star of comedy, Broadway, TV, The WIZ, and beyond, David 

Alan Grier. The concerts will take you on musical journeys from Tunisia to India, South Africa to France, 

Detroit to New Orleans and … well, join us and let us know where your mind, emotions and spirit travel!  
Many homes in Palmer Woods were designed with spacious rooms ideal for presenting  chamber music. 

Music in Homes (MIH) features a variety of magnificent homes as concert stages. Your experience will be 

 enhanced with rich architecture and  history—times when artists and artisans showcased their  talents in 

 handcrafting many components of a home’s structure and decor with the finest of  materials. These homes 

are truly  irreplaceable and we thank the homeowners for their generosity in sharing these beauties.
We applaud our  homeowners, sponsors, advertisers, volunteers, musicians and you. Your participation en-

ables us to strengthen our neighborhood and  Detroit’s image, to showcase Palmer Woods as a wonderful place 

to live and visit, and to  further enrich the cultural environment in our beloved Detroit. Please frequent our 

sponsors and advertisers. Let them know how much you appreciate their support for MIH and Palmer Woods!     
Spencer & Barbara Barefield, Creative Arts Collective Craig Vanderburg
Artistic Directors & Producers, Palmer Woods Music in Homes President, Palmer Woods Association
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At Be Well we’re
bringing back the
era of compassion
in medicine while
taking care of your
 primary medical
needs from birth
through life. 

We are  dedicated
to  improving our
 patients’ health and
helping them look
and feel their best,
 inside and out. 

Quality health care 
for your whole family (but not your dogs!)
     u Preventative and health services & family care
     u Designated as a “Patient-Centered Medical Home” by Blue- 

Cross-Blue Shield, a high standard of  excellence in health care
     u State-of-the-art facility: lab, x-ray, pharmacy onsite
     u Most insurances accepted
     u Walk-in school & sports physicals: $20
     u Emergency and same day visits 

Advanced skin care for men & women
     u Laser skin resurfacing & laser hair removal
     u Anti-aging treatments and products
   u Botox & facial fillers … and more 

(248) 544-9300 u DoctorBeWell.com
1964 W. Eleven Mile Rd. Berkley, MI 48072

Paul Benson, D.O. Board Certified
Family Medicine physician since
1980 and Palmer Woods resident.
Be Well has a full staff, including 
(left to right) Michael Flores, M.D.,
Benson, and Caleb Youngblood, PA-C.
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SpeCial THankS
With gratitude we acknowledge all of our supporters: committee members, 
sponsors,  volunteers, advertisers, concert-goers, musicians, and especially 

the owners of this year’s concert homes. Great appreciation to:
Barbara Barefield DesignWorks • Spencer Barefield, Creative Arts Collective

Palmer Woods Association Board Members • Clark Graphics/Printing 
 Home/garden owners: Danielle Charette & Richard Ban, Mary Ellen, Harold & 

Abe Gurewitz, Mimi & Ron Helveston, Dale Morgan & Norm Silk,  
Meaghan & Matthew Thatcher, Hon. Helene White 

Palmer Woods Music in Homes
Palmer Woods Music in Homes is presented by the 

Palmer Woods Association and Creative Arts Collective 
to raise funds for neighborhood improvements. A portion 

of the proceeds is donated to local charities.

Barbara & Spencer Barefield, Concert Producers  
Program Book

Barbara Barefield, Editor, Designer, Photographer
Writers, articles on musicians:  

    Barbara & Spencer Barefield, Frank Bunker 
Research, writeups on concert homes: 

Rick Ban, Barbara Barefield,  
Steve Williams, Denise Yezbick, others.
    Editorial Support: Spencer Barefield,  

Linda Johnson, Joel Pitcoff 
 Food, Set-up & Reception Committee
Fredie Carter-Bonner & Eva Dewaelsche

Food Committee Co-Chairs     
Sloba Breinager, Karoy Brooks,  

Chris Cardine, Alison Chevalier, 
Rob Dewaelsche, Michelle Elias,  

        Tracy-Betina Foster, Jeanette Godfrey,  
Abe Gurewitz, Marjorie Porter, 

Kim Potts, Ann Smith, Alesia Williams 
& many others 

Palmer Woods Association Board
Craig Vanderburg, President 
Jodee Raines, Vice President 

Jed Durkin, Treasurer 
Marjorie Porter, Secretary

Rick Bowers, Karoy Brooks, 
Evan Burkholder, Lynne Carter Keith, 

Michael Einheuser, Chris Jackson, 
 Emily Moorhead, Dale Morgan, 
  Joel Pitcoff, Ruth Stallworth,  

Michelle Story-Stewart
     Palmer Woods Association

       PO Box 21086 • Detroit, MI 48221
  palmerwoods.org

    Creative Arts Collective
    19550 Argyle Crescent

Detroit, MI 48203

Please support our 
PARTNERS

CITY LIVING DETROIT
citylivingdetroit.com • 313-242-7800 
Dr. Paul Benson’s Be Well Medical 

Center & Skin Rejuvenation
doctorbewell.com • 248-544-9300

Blossoms Birmingham
blossomsbirmingham.com • 248-644-4411

Creative Arts Collective & 
Barefield DesignWorks

spencerbarefield.com • 313-891-2514
barefieldclayworks.com • 313-574-6847

concertseries@palmerwoods.org
 Media sponsor: WRCJ 90.9 fm

wrcjfm.org • detroitperforms.org
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uilt and designed in 1925 by Frazer-Couzens Building Company, this spa-
cious, three-story home interprets the English Tudor Revival style with a 
charming mix of materials, colors and textures. The first owner, William 
P. Emery, was a vice president for the Detroit Shopping News. In 1935, Earl 
F. Jackson bought the home, and over the next decade he made significant 

additions, including the spectacular Music Room and an adjoining room now 
used as a study.

Through the home’s entrance, a front foyer features an original crystal chan-
delier with a pineapple motif at the bottom. This symbol was often placed in 
colonial homes as a symbol of welcoming. The foyer opens to an entry hall that 
connects the living, dining and breakfast rooms, and staircase. On the western 
side of the home, the study leads to the Music Room. A carved fireplace graces the 
wall opposite the study, and pegged wood floors extend to each end. The walls 
are covered with beautifully carved wood paneling, which cleverly hides heat 
radiators. The baby grand piano occupies a bay surrounded by floor-to-ceiling 
stained-glass windows. The grandeur is reminiscent of a Medieval castle.

This home truly reflects the diversity of the Palmer Woods neighborhood. The current owners combine their collec-
tion of Native American, Eskimo and Afghan art with postmodern furniture inside a traditional English Tudor. The blend-
ing of styles, colors and textures is fascinating. The house retains many of its original features, accented with furniture by 
local designer Alexis Lahti, and Ann Arbor furniture builder Peter Hansen. Stand-outs include custom cabinetry in the 
living room and a desk of brushed steel and industrial rubber in a design imitating French Provincial.

The six-bedroom home’s classic features—in addition to the updated kitchen and lighting, and subtle, tasteful choice 
of colors on the walls—complement the owners’ contemporary style to create a truly handsome and unique living space.

B
Saxophone master James Car-
ter  performs with A. Spencer 
Barefield, Marion Hayden and 
Djallo Keita, Sat., Dec. 26.

1665 Balmoral Drive

Photos: Barbara Barefield
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University 
Commons 

Organization
Experience, Enjoy and Love

LIVErnois

University Commons is working with the
community to create a commercial strip on
Livernois that all can experience and enjoy

where we love to LIVE. 
SHOP LIVERNOIS

For more info: 
www.universitycommonsdetroit.org

Or email: kimsva@aol.com

We are excited about the Palmer Woods
Holiday Home Tour & Music in Homes series.

We are proud to have such a great 
neighborhood association in the district.

WEST 
YORK 

CLEANERS
Alterations

Shirt Laundry
Leather & Suede

Prepay & Save

4120 W. 7 Mile • Detroit, MI 48221
313-862-6000

CONGRATULATIONS PALMER WOODS,
on your Centennial Anniversary of building and preserving Detroit’s 
architectural gems, and for celebrating and sharing them with others. 
For 100 years, Palmer Woods’ residents have been vital contributors to Detroit’s 
cultural institutions and art communities. This year’s Palmer Woods Music in
Homes concert series and Garden Tour honors and continues this legacy.

Weir Manuel

I’m currently representing pre-qualified buyers looking to purchase in Palmer Woods.
To view my online history of Palmer Woods, its famous residents and architects, as well as photos 
and backgrounds on many of its homes, type into your browser: http://www.cbwm.com/swilliams 
Then select ‘Palmer Woods Walking Tour’ in the upper right hand corner. 

Stephen Williams, Ph.D.
Cell/pager: 313-613-4178 

Office: 248 644-6300 
swilliams@cbwm.com

“As a former Palmer Woods resident, Palmer Woods Association president and its
 historian, Stephen is most qualified to educate buyers about the architecture, the
 history and the value of these homes.  
• A realtor who can  explain how the NEZ (tax abatement) works and  the savings it

provides Palmer Woods’ buyers. 
• A realtor who helps homebuyers appreciate the cultural and social  activities (like this

Music in Homes series) that help make the quality of life in Palmer Woods so special.  
• A realtor who provides clients with informed and confidential service. 
• Most of all, a realtor who produces results.”

— John North, COO Coldwell Banker Weir Manuel
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This elegant Tudor Revival mansion is listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places, as are all Palmer 
Woods homes which were at least 50 years old as of 
1983. Designed by architect Richard Marr, the house 
was built in l929 for Meyer L. Prentis, a renowned 

Michigan philanthropist and former chief accountant for the 
General Motors Corporation.

The Prentis House encompasses an imposing 12,000 
square feet, occupying most of its two lots. Approached by 
a semicircular driveway which parallels a stone balustrade, 
the home is a very polished combination of Tudor and early 
English Renaissance styles.

The central gable is faced in buff stone and accented with 
white stone quoins and foliated consoles. The entranceway is 
flanked by Doric columns and ornamented with dentils and acanthus flowers. 

While the essential architectural structure remains intact, the house has undergone extensive restoration. Discernible 
evidence of this includes a custom-designed, hand-carved, beechwood stair railing and balustrade in the entrance hall, 
stained-glass windows in the living room, and the pièce de résistance: a  superb fresco in the ceiling above the main hall.

This elegant mansion is the embodiment of architectural refinement and artisanship. It is a testament to the excellence 
in architecture that defines Palmer Woods.

Taslimah Bey leads a Mardi Gras Celebration 
with her Ragtime Band, Saturday, Jan 30.

1905 Balmoral Drive

Photo: Barbara Barefield
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Fun for all ages: The Great Skate’s state-of-the art family fun center provides a
safe,  wholesome environment for skaters of all ages. 

Parties & Fundraisers: PTA, D.A.R.E. Programs, Parks and Recreation Centers,
churches, schools, clubs, Boy and Girl Scouts, corporations and many other groups
sponsor private group parties and fundraising events at The Great Skate. 

Lessons: Skating programs are offered through most communities’  continuing
 education departments. Lessons are available for all ages, including toddlers.

Birthday Parties: We do it all, so you have a ball. Packages with pizza,
pop, chips, balloons, ice cream, skate rental and admission, and more!

THE GREAT SKATE
29100 Hayes • Roseville, MI 48066

586-777-4301
www.GreatSkateOnline.com

Open 7 Days a Week 
(call or go online for hours)

THE GREAT SKATE
Roller & Inline Skating, Birthday Parties & More!

i

576

Palmer Woods Visitors &
Residents: 15% discount with
this coupon. Expires 12-31-15

Tour Detroit
Bus tours   •   Walking tours   •   Historic homes   •   Food crawls   •   Eastern Market  •  Mexicantown

Detroit: Up Close and Personal   •   Prohibition and All That Jazz

Birthday get-togethers   •   Corporate Outings   •   Private and custom tours

www.EnjoyTheD.com • 248-353-8687

Linda Yellin’s

We are looking for volunteers  
to join us at Cornerstone Schools to 
become partners, friends and mentors 
to our students. Partners attend four 
2-hour Partner Morning events per year 
and build a supportive relationship with 
their students. Engaging classroom 
activities provide an opportunity for 
sharing ideas, experiences and advice 
and this is your time to inspire children 
and broaden their vision of what 
is possible. 

Cornerstone students need  
people like YOU! 

Join Cornerstone And Help Change Detroit- 
One Child At A Time!

Visit CornerstoneSchools.org or call 
Courtney Ochalek at (313) 892-1860 ext. 261  
to help a child.
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Drummer Sean Dobbins stars in the Black History 

Month Tribute, with pianist Tad Weed, bassist 

Kurt Krahnke and guitarist A. Spencer Barefield on 

Saturday, February 20 at 8 pm.

Mystery Home for 
Black History Jazz concert

Photos: Barbara Barefield

s we go to press, the location for the Saturday, February 20 Black History Month jazz concert is unconfirmed. 
We will have history and information about the designated home prior to the concert, but rest assured that the 
performance with percussionist Sean Dobbins, pianist Tad Weed, guitarist A. Spencer Barefield and bassist Kurt 
Kranhke will find an appropriate venue to pay homage to the jazz legacies of Duke Ellington, Cedar Walton, 
John Coltrane, Thelonious Monk and many others. 

Fuller Rehabilitation, LLC
P.O. Box 20724 • Ferndale, MI 48220

Ph: 248-330-2501 • Fax: 313-368-4355
Email: fullerrehab@comcast.net

James M. Fuller, C.R.C.
Rehabilitation Consultant

Vocational Analysis
Expert Witness Testimony  • Casefile Audit

Bernard Davis
Estate Sales Consultant

Office: 313-837-1993 Fax: 313-837-1993
Email: ugoMrB@aol.com

Web: anotherbernarddavis.com



Palmer Woods  12  Music in Homes

POTTSTYLE 
CATERING SERVICE LLC

“Satisfy your APP-etite”

Kim M.Potts
Music In Homes Caterer                                                   

Caterer & Palmer Woods Resident

313-368-4988 • 313-525-2630 • pottstylecatering@gmail.com
19510 Argyle Crescent • Detroit, Michigan 48203
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Victor Ghannam leads his world music quar-
tet of strings and percussion, Sat., March 19.

esigned and built in 1926 for Floyd Wertman, a buyer for 
S.S. Kresge, this 5,200-plus-square-foot home is a perfect 
example of English Tudor Revival style. Finely detailed, the 
residence is characterized by careful attention to quality 
materials and craftsmanship. The façade utilizes a sophis-

ticated play of surface textures and patterns and is dominated by 
a central entranceway. Double bay windows accent the first and 
second floors and are balanced by a Juliet window.

The sweeping foyer is framed by decorative wrought iron 
railings curving to the second floor. Off the main entrance hall is 
an impressive sunken dining room, framed by unique, rounded, 
leaded-glass French doors. The American walnut-paneled library 
features a black marble fireplace and folding glass doors. The 
rose-colored living room is spacious, but cozy and inviting. It is 
enhanced by a large bay window in the front that looks to the 
street, and French doors leading to the screen porch and garden in 
the back. A small but charming fireplace is a focal point that holds the space together.

The home is eclectically decorated with modern furniture mixed with oak pieces retrieved from dusty antique shops 
and refinished by the owners, coffee tables designed by the late artist Matthew Blake, and found objects turned into 
furniture. Of particular note is a table topped with slate from the roof of the Palmer Woods Fisher mansion, which burned 
down in the 1994. The owners’ own artwork, including photography and collages, is beautifully displayed throughout 
the home, and is complemented by Oriental rugs and a tasteful palette of colors throughout.

1686 Balmoral Drive

D

Photo: Barbara Barefield
Photo: Z

ack D
aoud



Palmer Woods  14  Music in Homes

A STRONGER
COMMUNITY.

A healthier community.

www.henryford.com

Henry Ford Health System is 
pleased to support the Palmer 
Woods Association Homes 
& Garden Tour and Music in 
Homes concert series.
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PUBLIQuartet performs classical music with a 
contemporary and unique edge, Sat., April 9.

uilt in 1925, this 3,900-square-foot home is a mystery in the midst of 
being unwoven. Current homeowners are searching for clues to its ar-
chitecture and history, finding revealing remnants of its past glory be-
low layers of paint, carpeting and ‘improvements’ from various decades.  

The architecture is unique, perhaps with French influences. It is 
a partially-timbered Tudor built primarily of clay hollow brick with plaster 
secured directly to the brick on both the exterior and interior. Sections of the 
brick remain exposed to add pattern and interest around windows, gateways 
and other sections of the home’s architecture. There are numerous magical, 
story-book features, including a myriad of leaded glass windows made up of 
diamond-shaped panes, multiple gables of varying sizes and heights, and a 
lovely front portal overhang, shaped in a semi-conical motif.

The home has endured numerous updates throughout the last century. 
In the 1930s, the home was owned by real estate developer John Dyer,  his family and live-in staff. In the late 1940s, the 
Levin family owned the house. Hoke Levin owned the Hadley Finsterwald department store, located directly across from 
the Book-Cadillac hotel—it’s visible in the ’40’s film, The State of the Union.  The homeowners have recovered tidbits and 
trinkets within the home from this time period, including vintage signage that may have been in the store. 

Updates from the 1960s and ’80s changed much of the character of the interior with mid-century and ’60’s swag, 
including the beams in the living room, tile in the foyer, wall-to-wall carpeting, and paneling and mirrors throughout. In the 
’60s a Holleywood-connected owner often hosted actors, such as Gregory Peck and Tina Louise. In the 1980s, famed Detroit 
proprietor, club owner Peter Mel lived here, adding tile in the living room, plaster reliefs, and a new sunroom. Current owners 
rescued the home from vacancy, vandalism, and foreclosure, and have meticulously peeled back the layers of time, working 
toward finding the original craftsmanship. A work in progress, they have restored the library, foyer, winding wooden staircase 
and upper floors. They have also tackled exterior and mechanical repairs, as well extensive masonry restoration on the 
chimney and stucco, and revitalization of the steam system to function as it was originally intended—sub-atmospherically. 
Under their stewardship, this home is well on its way to becoming the treasure it was when first built some 90 years ago.

1647 Balmoral Drive

B

Photos: Barbara Barefield
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In 2015, Palmer Woods 
marks its landmark 100th  
Anniversary. Throughout this 

Centennial year, the Palmer 
Woods Association is celebrat-

ing our neighborhood and its con-
tributions to Detroit’s history,  

rediscovering and sharing its 
evolution and the accomplish-
ments of its residents, from its 
beginning days in the early 
1900s to the present. 

In the late 1800s, the land 
now known as Palmer Woods 

was part of the 640-acre Log Cabin 
Farm,  which covered roughly between 

Six and Eight Mile Roads, and west of  Woodward 
Avenue and east of Fairway Drive. It was owned 
by prominent Detroit citizens, Senator Thomas 
Palmer and his wife Lizzie Merrill Palmer (pic-
tured above). They were among the founders of 
the Detroit Museum of Art (now the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts); and while in Congress, the Senator 
was known as an advocate for women’s suffrage.

In 1895, Senator Thomas Palmer made a 
generous gift to the City of Detroit of the first 140 
acres of his farmland on the northwest border of 
the city. He requested that it be used as a public park, “for 
the good of all.” By 1897, thanks to Palmer’s additional 
donations, the beautiful forest and open spaces of Palmer 
Park expanded to most of today’s 296 acres. The Park’s 
historic Log Cabin was the Palmer’s summer retreat (a very 
modern Victorian home wrapped in a log cabin façade that 
remains a landmark in the Park). Another portion of Log 
Cabin farm was sold and became the Detroit Golf Club.  

In 1915, the Palmer Estate sold land north of the Park 
to developer Charles W. Burton for a residential subdi-
vision. According to historian Stephen Williams, Burton 
was able to purchase the land and honor Senator Palmer’s 
mandate that the neighborhood be built with first-class 
homes that respected and maintained the natural elements 
and space. He believes that 1915 is the year of the approv-
al of the Palmer Woods Platted Site Plan.

Burton himself made his home in the neighborhood. 

Two of the seven Fisher Brothers (owners of Fisher Body), 
Alfred and William, also lived in the neighborhood, as did 
many other of Detroit’s most prominent citizens, such as 
the Van Dusens, the Prentises, the Sanders, and  the Briggs.

Planning this new 188-acre subdivision carefully, Bur-
ton strove to take advantage of the natural beauty of the 
terrain. Ads  announcing the opening of the subdivision 
stressed “the charm of winding drives, wooded vistas and 
artistically grouped shrubbery… Situated next to Palmer 
Park and the Golf Grounds, fronting on Woodward Ave-
nue, but screened from its dust and noise, Palmer Woods 
is a safeguard from the encroachments of commercialism.” 

To create this vision, Burton hired famed landscape  
architect Ossian Cole Simonds, who was a founding mem-
ber and president of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects. He laid out the streets of Palmer Woods as 
curving avenues, breaking the rigid gridiron tradition of 

100 Year anniversary
HiSTorY of palMer WooDS

Above, luxury  
auto in front of 
1530 Wellesley 
(date unknown).
Right, 1700 
Lincolnshire is 
the first Palmer 
Woods home. 
Richard Marr designed 
it for Palmer 
Woods developer Charles Burton in 1915 (it was moved in 
the 1930s from its original location at 19237 Gloucester to 
accommodate the Fishers’ desire for larger gardens). 

D
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Detroit. To control traffic patterns and maintain privacy, 
he designed the subdivision with few through-streets and 
no raised curbs. It maintained a park-like atmosphere, in-
corporating canopies of abundant trees and island gardens 
throughout. Building lots were irregular in size and shape, 
no two being alike. In 1938, Palmer Woods  received the 
Michigan Horticultural Society’s Award of Merit for being 
the finest platted subdivision in the state. 

According to The Wall Street Journal in 
2013, “Palmer Woods homes are a window 
into the wealth and artistic expression that 
flowed from Detroit’s breakneck expansion 
in the early 20th century and earned the city 
the nickname ‘Paris of the Midwest.’ They 
feature elevators and grand ballrooms, large 
mahogany-paneled music rooms and mar-
ble crafted by artisans brought in from Italy. 
There are libraries with moving walls (Prohibition-era wet 
bars concealed behind them) and colorful tile work by cel-
ebrated potters, including Detroit’s own Pewabic Pottery.” 

Street names such as Gloucester, Balmoral and 
Cumberland reflect the influence of English history, and, 
similarly, the most prevalent residential style found in 
Palmer Woods is derived from the English Medieval and 
early  Renaissance architecture of the Elizabethan and  
 Jacobean periods (1588-1625). This  revival of forms, 
generally termed Tudor Revival, was the most characteristic 
style found in Detroit from 1890 to 1930. 

Stressing structural integrity, quality materials, and fine 
craftsmanship, Tudor Revival is characterized by medieval 
design elements such as twisted chimney stacks, half-tim-
bering, and heraldic stained glass. Predominant materials 
include red brick, stone, stucco, and slate, often found in 
combination. Other architectural styles include Arts and 
Crafts, Georgian, Mediterranean, English Cottage, Stream-

line Moderne, and Mid-Century 
Modern, to name a few. 

Palmer Woods contains many 
of the finest examples of cre-
ative residential  design in the 
city  because the development 
of the subdivision coincided 

with the rapid  expansion of Detroit’s  auto and retail indus-
tries. In the early 1900s, many major business executives 
built homes and lived a life of opulence in Palmer Woods. 
The classic  heritage of this unique neighborhood is still 
 appreciated by the current residents of these magnificent 
homes, who take great pride in historic preservation.

Palmer Woods has a wide  diversity of homes  designed 
by world-acclaimed architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright, 
Minoru Yamasaki, Albert Kahn, and Maginnis & Walsh, as 
well as many of Detroit’s most talented architects, includ-
ing Alvin E. Harley, Clarence E. Day, Richard H. Marr, Wil-
liam Kuni, J. Ivan Dise, C. Howard Crane, Wallace Frost, 
Herbert and Frances Schmitz, and the firms of Pollmar & 
Ropes, and Baxter, O’Dell & Halpin.

We welcome you to visit the historic Palmer Woods—
join us at our concerts, Garden Tour, and other events in 
2016. Or drive, bike ride or walk through the neighbor-
hood. For more details, visit palmerwoods.org

The Clipper Fisher Mansion (top two photos) 
burned in 1994. Right, 19221 Strathcona is one of 
the first homes built in Palmer Woods.

Richard Marr designed 19440 
Afton for Charles Burton in 1929.

Photo: Barbara Barefield
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Dedicated to the presentation, preservation and 
creation of jazz and artistic expression since 1978

  Cooking Up 
A Musical Feast spencerbarefield.com

We’ve got great music for you!
We’ll see you at Palmer Woods Music in 
Homes, the Detroit Institute of Arts,  
clubs, concert halls, theatres, festivals, 
schools, corporate or 
private affairs, 
and personal 
events and 
celebrations. 

Plan music at  
your next event
with A. Spencer
Barefield ensembles
313-891-2514 
asbarefield@aol.com

Barefield Quintet featuring Hamiet Bluiett at Detroit Institute of Arts.

Palmer Woods Music in Homes Children’s Concert.

313-574-6847 • barbarabarefield@aol.com
Artist | Graphic Designer | Photographer
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hroughout his career, internationally acclaimed architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright was best known for his design of private residences. In 1955, 
Dorothy S. Turkel requested that he build the house of her dreams on 
the edge of the elegant Palmer Woods neighborhood. Now, some 60 
years later, it has undergone extensive renovations by its owners, who 

strive to pay homage to Wright’s legacy of creating designs that revolutionized 
the art and architecture of the 20th century. 

The Turkel House is the only two-story Usonian Automatic in the world 
and is Wright’s only building within the Detroit city limits. It is constructed 
with hollow, precast concrete blocks in more than 36 patterns, on a two-foot-
square module. It is designed without a basement or attic with a flat roof 
and L-shaped configuration. The soaring, spacious living room, which Wright 
called the music room, has a two-story, 15-foot high ceiling, and more than 200 pierced, light-admitting blocks on two sides.

Please enjoy the lush gardens and exterior of this unique home. Filled with plants indiginous to Michigan, sculptures and 
winding gravel pathways, the gardens reflect the prairie landscaping style preferred by Wright and its current owners. 

“It was installed five years ago. The yard was overgrown,” explains owner Dale Morgan, “so most everything under 12 
feet tall was brought in. The terrace and fountain were added as part of the garden design by Stewart Hass and Associates 
from St. Clair Shores, and installation and maintenance is provided by Tuzinowski Landscape.” In fact, none of the 
previous owners actually cultivated the grounds, althought the home was designed to blur the boundaries between 
interior and exterior. Although the grounds border the busy and often noisy Seven Mile Road, hedges of juniper and rows 
of hydrangea help to muffle the sounds of traffic to create a peaceful and very beautiful haven.

Wright’s Usonian Automatic model proved not to be the low-cost system he expected. This method nonetheless created 
an elegant simplicity of design which remains timeless, stately and inspiring. The original interior has been refurbished and 
furniture reproduced to original specifications achieving the owners’ goal of returning Turkel House to its 1955 appearance.

Orquesta La Inspiracion, Sat., May 21.

Garden & lawn: 19145 Strathcona ~ 2760 W. Seven Mile

T

Photos: Barbara Barefield



Palmer Woods  20  Music in Homes

Palmer Woods  27 Music in Homes

We are glad to be part of your neighborhood and
to support Palmer Woods Music in Homes!

MIKE’S     MARKET
Better Food.         Better Prices.

FR E S H

Special Departments
Bakery • Seafood 

Meat Counter
EBT Money & ATM 

Florist • Nutrition Section 
Diabetic Foods • Lottery

Detroit’s Largest Independent Supermarket with the Best Prices, Quality & Service

19195 Livernois @ Seven Mile 
Detroit, MI 48221

Phone: 313-345-4711

14383 Gratiot 
Detroit, MI 48205

Phone: 313-526-8393

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 am-10 pm • Sun. 8 am-9 pm • www.mikesfreshmarket.com

“Ragtime feels like home to me,” Bey said. “Playing rag-
time is like coming home.” Bey began studying classical
music at age 16, switching to jazz in her senior year of high
school. In 1985, Taslimah presented the “Ragtime Legacy,”
a lecture/concert on the compositions of early ragtime com-
posers, including Scott Joplin, Jelly Roll Morton, Artie
Matthews, Eubie Blake and James P. Johnson.  In 1986, she
formed Taslimah’s Ragtime Band. The band has included a
rotating roster of jazz greats, such as Marcus Belgrave, Char-
lie Gabriel, Marion Hayden, Djallo Keita, Tony Holland,
Raycee Biggs and James Carter. 

Performances and honors include a long list of concerts
in several jazz and ragtime festivals throughout the United
States. She’s performed at Preservation Hall with the jazz
legends of New Orleans, including drummer Shannon Pow-
ell, and at the Bluenote Jazz Café in New York City, also with

the Preservation Hall Jazz Band. 
Taslimah has performed at Greenfield Village for some

15 years, and is a headline artist at Greenfield Village’s Rag-
time Street Fair. She’s also performed at the Scott Joplin Fes-
tival in Sedalia, Missouri. In addition to performing,
Taslimah has a Bachelor’s of Music and teaches at Law Acad-
emy in Detroit. She is currently pursuing her doctorate in
Music Education from Oakland University.

Trumpeter Dwight Adams is recognized for his work on
stage, in the recording studio and in the classroom. He
began his formal music education in high school; quickly
his dedication and gifts were recognized by fellow Detroiter
Teddy Harris, who invited the 16-year-old to join the New
Breed BeBop Society. Adams continued his education at
Kentucky State University on a full musical scholarship. He
has performed or recorded with Stevie Wonder, Marcus Bel-
grave, Rodney Whitaker, James Carter, Shawn Wallace,
Donald Walden, and other greats. He has taught at Ohio
State University and Michigan State University, and per-
forms with the Columbus Jazz Orchestra.

Saxophonist Benjamin L. Pruitt, Sr. is recognized both
as a musician and music educator, including service as Di-
rector, Office of Fine Arts Education for the Detroit Public
Schools. The various ensembles under his direction have

 Continued from page 25

 Continued on page 28
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he Isbey House, built by architect John B. Frazer in 1930, 
is a faithful reproduction of a chateau in France where   
Frank Isbey and his wife Jean honeymooned. After work-
ing for the Michigan Central Railroad as a teen, and then  
for a major wholesale fruit and produce firm, by the time 

Isbey was 30 years old, he had the experience to build the $7 7 
million Union Produce Terminal on West Fort Street. He became 
known as an expert in world marketing and transportation issues. 

The castle-like home is an L-shaped plan composed of a 
two-and-one-half-story block with a one-and-one-half-story 
wing. An engaged tower with a conical cap and weathervane, 
located in the ell formed by the intersection of the two house sections, highlight the façade. The tower is faced with stone laid 
in a coursed ashlar fashion. The main entranceway located in the tower, has a paneled door of golden oak with a stained glass 
window. The exterior surface is stucco trimmed with stone quoins and lintels and contrasted by massive stone chimneys. 

The current owners moved into the home in August of 2014 and have made numerous improvements, all with an eye for 
maintaining the historical integrity of the home. A complete makeover of the exterior was recently finished, including painting, 
restoration of the original front and rear doors, and a newly-designed landscape of the front yard and front approach to the house.  
The walkway, porch, and semi-circular stone wall, accenting the stone on the house and framing the plants, were all newly in-
stalled by B & D Garden Design, Inc.

The interior of the home has also been the recipient of attention to detail. Interior painting of the walls has further enhanced 
the original Juliet balcony and fleur-de-lis beams that overlook the two-story great room. Lighting fixtures have been replaced 
with 1930’s replicas or antiques of the time period. A walk-in coat closet was removed to create a new, enlarged kitchen in the 
French chateau style that features custom cement floor tiles, a Lacanche range made in France, handmade custom cabinets, 
and Carrara marble countertops. The concerts will be held in a tent adjacent to the home. You may tour the home prior to the concert.  

Planet D Nonet South African 
Project, Friday, June 17;  
David Alan Grier Quartet, 
Saturday, June 18.

19475 argyle Crescent

Photo: Barbara Barefield
Photo: Barbara Barefield

Photo: Kyla D
orsey
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Home & Garden Soirée
Friday, July 17, 2015 • 6 ~9 pm

Strolling Supper with Wine & Desserts • Music by legendary pianist Charles Boles
Spectacular garden & home—a 7500-plus sq-ft Italian Memphis-style one-of-a-kind beauty. 

Tickets: $75 (includes ticket to July 18 Garden Tour)

Centennial Garden Tour
Saturday, July 18 • 10 am~4 pm

Tour six gorgeous gardens; refreshments at each garden
Tickets: $15 in advance; $20 day of event

Tickets: palmerwoods.org • Blossoms, 33866 Woodward, Birmingham • 313-891-2514 for more info
Saturday, day of tour:19301 Burlington (two blocks north of Seven Mile on west side of street)

Design & photos: Barbara Barefield • Centennial logo: Phil Lewis
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Last July, at our second annual Garden 
Tour, hundreds of visitors enjoyed 
Detroit’s historic Palmer Woods 

as they wandered through the private 
grounds of homeowners who love garden-
ing, flowers, plants, fountains, ponds and 
fish. Interspersed in a number of gardens 
we viewed herbs and veggies, which add-
ed color, texture and, of course, culinary 
delights to the palate. Other gardens in-
corporated a vision toward environmen-
tal sustainability, using indigenous plants 
and methods to retain, reuse and reduce 
the dependency on water. Knowledgeable 
docents were stationed at each garden. To 
commemorate our neighborhood’s Centen-
nial, vintage cars were also on display throughout the neighborhood.

In 2016, the Palmer Woods Association (PWA) will again honor the beloved 
tradition—popular in the 1930s exclusively to members of its Garden Club—of 
holding tours to show off some its finest residential botanical paradises, as well as 
our quiet, winding, tree-lined streets. 

For more details, visit palmerwoods.org and join 
our email list, concertseries@palmerwoods.org.

Home & Garden Soirée
Friday, July 17, 2015 • 6 ~9 pm

Strolling Supper with Wine & Desserts • Music by legendary pianist Charles Boles
Spectacular garden & home—a 7500-plus sq-ft Italian Memphis-style one-of-a-kind beauty. 

Tickets: $75 (includes ticket to July 18 Garden Tour)

Centennial Garden Tour
Saturday, July 18 • 10 am~4 pm

Tour six gorgeous gardens; refreshments at each garden
Tickets: $15 in advance; $20 day of event

Tickets: palmerwoods.org • Blossoms, 33866 Woodward, Birmingham • 313-891-2514 for more info
Saturday, day of tour:19301 Burlington (two blocks north of Seven Mile on west side of street)

Design & photos: Barbara Barefield • Centennial logo: Phil Lewis

Photos by Barbara Barefield
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f you are really lucky, you may catch 
James Carter at Bert’s Marketplace, Cliff 
Bells, the Music Hall Café, or another 
Detroit jazz venue where he might 
make a surprise appearance to jam with 
friends while in town after one of his 

international tours—he recently returned 
from performing in São Paulo, Brazil.  

But it is rare to hear him in an intimate 
setting. Usually, it’s on the big stage, such 
as the Concert of Colors at Orchestra Hall 
in 2012, or this past summer performing 
with Spencer Barefield’s ensemble at the 
Detroit Jazz Festival. 

i
JaZZ, ClaSSiCal & WorlD MUSiC 

in Historic palmer Woods Homes!

Saturday, December 26, 8 pm

James Carter Quartet featuring 

A. Spencer Barefield, Marion Hayden & Djallo Djakate Keita

Holiday Celebration with 

James Carter!

Enjoy the kickoff of our ninth season of Palmer Woods Music in Homes 

with a pre-New Year’s Eve  holiday celebration featuring Detroit’s interna-

tional saxophone sensation, James Carter.  

It is rare to hear Carter in intimate settings 

as he fills enormous theaters and festival sites 

around the world. Extraordinarily virtuosic, 

Carter soloed with the Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra and Neeme Järvi in 2002 and 2003, 

performing a saxophone concerto written for 

him and commissioned by the DSO.

“The Detroit Symphony Orchestra  
made a rockin’ return to its 

home roost … unleashing the 
homegrown gifts of saxo-
phonist James Carter in the 

world premiere of a concerto 
that sent the crowd wild. 

Carter … has emerged as one of 
the brightest stars in jazzdom.” 

—Detroit News

Thank you City Living 
Detroit and Austin Black, 
our Major Concert 
Sponsor.

Photos of James Carter, A. Spencer Spencer Barefield, Marion Hayden and Djallo Keita by Barbara Barefield
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Composer/guitarist 
A. Spencer Barefield, de-
scribes Carter as “the John 
Coltrane of our era.” 

Blogcritics Magazine Music goes further: “When you hear 
Carter play the saxophone, it’s pretty unmistakable that 
it’s him: he’s got the soul of Lester Young, the grit of Eddie 
Harris, and the technical proficiency of John Coltrane. He 
sounds like someone from a couple of generations earlier 
than his time, yet he would have been considered a revolu-
tionary had he existed and played like that back then. That’s 
because musically, he exists in no particular era; he pushes 
ahead to avant garde while glancing back at the old masters 
for driving directions.”

The Concerto for Saxophones and Orchestra by Roberto  
Sierra and commissioned by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
for Carter merged classical and jazz elements, showcasing 
Carter’s extraordinary virtuosity. The work continues to 
garner accolades, as Carter has performed it numerous 
times, including with the Sinfonia Varsovia in Warsaw,  
Poland, where it was recorded for CD. 

Carter’s debut recording, JC on the Set, was issued in 
Japan when he was only 23 in 1993. It was universally 
acclaimed as the finest debut by a saxophonist in decades. 
He was soon on a path to top the international music charts, 
recording with a plethora of jazz, classical, and world music 
stars on major labels, such as EmArcy, Atlantic, Columbia/
Sony, Warner, Verve, Black Saint and more. 

His most recent CD includes multiple performers, 
including Barefield and bassist Marion Hayden, who are 
performing with him on this Palmer Woods concert. The 
Blue Note Records new release Detroit Jazz City also features 
Marcus Belgrave, Sheila Jordan and Sean Dobbins (who will 
perform on the February Music in Homes concert), as well as 
re-releases from 1960s Blue Note recordings with legendary 
Detroit artists Donald Byrd, Elvin Jones, Kenn Cox, Joe 
Henderson and others. 

In the 1980s-’90s, Barefield produced a 13-year award- 
winning concert series, Creative Music at the DIA. One of 
those concerts at the Detroit Institute of Arts paired a young 
teenage prodigy, Carter, with jazz elderstatesman, trumpeter 
Lester Bowie. Blown away, Bowie immediately hired James 
to join his New York Organ Ensemble, which toured and 
recorded throughout the world. Barefield also toured with 

Celebrate Mardi Gras with the Ragtime piano master Taslimah Bey on Jan. 30.

Photos of James Carter, A. Spencer Spencer Barefield, Marion Hayden and Djallo Keita by Barbara Barefield
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Awarded	the	2015	Detroit	Community	
Development	Award	for	Excellence	in	Real	

Estate	Development!	
	

The	Excellence	in	Real	Estate	Development	
Award	recognizes	a	project	that	

significantly	improved	the	physical	
appearance	and	development	of	a	

neighborhood,	in	this	case,	Palmer	Park.	

~Looking	Ahead	~	
Because	we	develop	and	renovate,	planning	ahead	is	something	that	we	must	do	
well.	It’s	always	been	Kathy	Makino’s	goal	to	work	hard	at	rebuilding	entire	
neighborhoods.	With	that	in	mind	we	try	to	buy	up	buildings	as	they	come	
available	in	our	areas.	Cumberland	Manor	is	in	our	portfolio	and	slated	to	have	
construction	start	in	the	summer	of	2016.		This	building	boasts	29	units	and	was	
originally	constructed	in	1924.	

																		
Coronado	construction	is	underway!	

Expected	occupancy	is	projected	to	begin	in	the	summer	of	2016	for	this	
newest	addition	to	Palmer	Park.	45	Beautiful	units	are	being	rehabilitated	
with	Historic	value	and	integrity	being	our	top	priority.	Hardwood	floors,	
granite	counter	tops	and	exquisite	moldings	are	just	a	few	things	our	clients	
have	come	to	expect	in	this	art	deco	community.		

“Get	in	where	you	fit	in”	
The	distinctive	triangular	shape	of	the	flatiron	building	was	designed	in	the	early	
1900’s	to	allow	the	property	to	fill	a	vacant	wedge-shaped	piece	of	property.	Typically	
flatirons	are	the	tallest	in	their	neighborhoods	but	more	often	than	not	the	most	
dramatic	looking	around.	Our	Alwyne	building	is	slated	to	start	renovation	in	summer	
of	2016	and	this	mixed-use	building	will	house	commercial	space	as	well	as	
residential.	Originally	built	in	1938	with	43	units,	plans	are	still	being	developed	for	
underwriting.	

Coronado	

Cumberland		

Alwyne	

La	Vogue	

Palmer	Lodge	

Palmer	Park		~	225	Covington,	Detroit	MI	48203	~	313-733-6697	
http://www.liveinpalmerparkdetroit.com	
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Bowie’s group in 
Europe in follow-
ing years, as Carter 
moved to the New 

York scene and his 
career catapulted. It is 
no surprise that Jazz 

Times describes Carter as “one of 
the most exciting young virtuo-
sos in contemporary music….”

A 2010 Kresge Arts Fellow, A. 
Spencer Barefield has received 
numerous awards for his music, 
including grants from the NEA, 
MCACA, Arts International, 
Meet the Composer and many 
others. Jazz Times describes him 
as “… an extraordinary guitarist/
composer, whose striking use of 
classical sympathetic and 12-string instruments owes as 
great a debt to Segovia as it does to any jazz antecedent … 
He melds the techniques of Segovia and Jimi Hendrix into 
a startling jazz lexicon.” 

Barefield has toured and recorded internationally with 
leading jazz artists, including Roscoe Mitchell, Richard 
Davis, Oliver Lake, Andrew Cyrille and others.

Bassist, composer Marion Hayden’s Grammy nom-
inated ensemble, Straight Ahead, and her work with  
numerous jazz greats, make her one of Detroit’s most 
in-demand musicians. She has been the bassist of choice 
for Marcus Belgrave, Kenn Cox, Donald Walden, Roy 
Brooks, Regina Carter and many others. 

Percussionist Djallo Djakate Keita completes this in-
credible ensemble of world-acclaimed jazz stars. Keita has 
toured and recorded internationally with Marcus Belgrave, 
Charlie Gabriel, Harvey Thompson, Alvin Waddles, and 
too many to name. A supremely versatile drummer, he is 
equally at home with reggae, hip-hop, rock, jazz, R&B, 
gospel and avant garde genres.

Share a champagne toast, delicious food, and memora-
ble music to celebrate the New Year and the beginning of 
a new and exciting concert season.

— Spencer  and Barbara Barefield

Saturday, January 30, 8 pm
Mardi Gras Celebration with  
Taslimah Bey’s Ragtime Jazz Band

Party to the music of Jelly Roll Morton, Scott Joplin, 
and New Orleans with master Ragtime pianist Taslimah 

Bey. Her all-star quartet features saxophonist Ben Pruitt, 
bassist Marion Hayden, and percussionist Djallo Keita. 

Taslimah P. Bey was mentored by and has performed 
with some of the most knowledgeable musicians steeped 
in the New Orleans traditions, including Charlie Gabriel, 
leader of the famed New Orleans Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band, as well as Marcus Belgrave, and others. 

“Ragtime feels like home to me,” Bey said. “Playing rag-
time is like coming home.” Bey began studying classical 
music at age 16, switching to jazz in her senior year of 
high school. In 1985, Taslimah often presents the “Rag-
time Legacy,” a lecture/concert on the compositions of 
early ragtime composers, including Scott Joplin, Jelly 
Roll Morton, Artie Matthews, Eubie Blake and James P. 
Johnson. In 1986, she formed Taslimah’s Ragtime Band, 
which has included a rotating roster of jazz greats, such as 
Marcus Belgrave, Charlie Gabriel, Marion Hayden, Djallo 
Keita, Tony Holland, Raycee Biggs and James Carter. 

Performances and honors include a long list of concerts 
in several jazz and ragtime festivals throughout the United 
States. She’s performed at Preservation Hall with the jazz 
legends of New Orleans, including drummer Shannon 
Powell, and at the Bluenote Jazz Café in New York City, 
also with the Preservation Hall Jazz Band. 

Taslimah is a headline artist at Greenfield Village’s Rag-
time Street Fair. She’s also performed at the Scott Joplin 
Festival in Sedalia, Missouri. In addition to performing, 
Taslimah has a Bachelor’s of Music and teaches at the Law 
Academy in Detroit. She is currently pursuing her doctor-
ate in Music Education from Oakland University.

Ben Pruitt on sax, Marion Hayden on drums and Djallo Keita on drums with 
Taslimah Bey on piano for a festive Mardi Gras concert.

Photo: Barbara Barefield
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Devo invites you to share 
the gift of reading. 

Pick up a free book  
and leave another: 

Palmer Woods 
Little Free Library 

19550 Argyle Crescent, or at 
Palmer Park, Splash Park lot 

on Merrill Plaisance.

Celebrating 
Palmer Woods Centennial

i
Greetings from  

Wilson & Deborah Copeland II
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Saxophonist Benjamin L. Pruitt, Sr. is 
recognized both as a musician and music 
educator, including service as Director, Of-
fice of Fine Arts Education for the Detroit 

Public Schools. The various ensembles under 
his direction have consistently been recog-
nized for excellence locally and nationally. 

Ben toured with the Joe Simon Rhythm and Blues Band, 
led by international jazz artist Charlie Gabriel, in 1969-
1970. He is presently leader of his own 21-piece jazz or-
chestra, Ben’s Friends, which performs regularly in the 
metro-Detroit area, as well as at the Detroit International 
Jazz Festival and the Birmingham Jazz Festival.

Bassist Marion Hayden took up piano at the age of 
nine, followed by the upright acoustic bass at 12. In the 
summer Metro Arts program, she met saxophonist Wen-
dell Harrison and trumpeter Marcus Belgrave, who would 
become mentors, and in time lifelong collaborators. She 
also has worked with Kirk Lightsey, Ralph Peterson, Jr., 
Terry Callier, Dizzy Gillespie, Sonny Fortune, Kenny Bur-
rell, Steve Turre, Cecil Bridgewater, and countless others. A 
respected educator, she’s been on the Jazz Studies faculty at 
the the University of Michigan School of Music for nearly 
15 years. A veteran of Roy Brooks’ Artistic Truth, Hayden 
became best known  nationally as a founding member of 

the all-female group Straight Ahead, who recorded for At-
lantic Records. (Read more about Marion on page 27).

Percussionist Djallo Djakate Keita is recognized for 
the ability to perform the multiple percussion set and ex-
cel in a multitude of styles, from ragtime and bebop to fu-
sion and techno. He has performed on Detroit Public TV’s 
“Backstage Pass,” with Martha Reeves and the Vandellas on 
CBS television, and on WDET-FM with Harold McKinney. 
He has performed at the Montreux Detroit Jazz Festival, 
the Montreux Tokyo International Jazz Festival, and the 
Detroit Electronic Music Festival. He has worked with 
Marcus Belgrave,  Charlie Gabriel, Wendell Harrison, Kenn 
Cox, Bob Hurst, Faruq Z. Bey, Ralph Armstrong, Pamela 
Wise, Teddy Harris Jr., Jazzhead, Dub Culture, Thornetta 
Davis, Black Bottom Collective, Dave  McMurray, Kenny 
Werner, A. Spencer Barefield, and other  important artists. 
In addition to appearing across North America, he has per-
formed in Europe, Africa and Asia.

Held inside a palatial Palmer Woods home, the per-
formance will be a jump-out-of-your-seats musical expe-
rience. In addition to experiencing a slice of living jazz 
history, guests will enjoy a creole-style feast during inter-
mission — jambalaya, red beans, rice, corn bread and the 
Mardi Gras spirit. The revelry and company is sure to be 
long treasured.                                            — Frank Bunker

Please contact your neighbor
Daniel TreDer

for a complimentary home market analysis.

Daniel, the leading agent for 
Detroit’s luxury Homes.

275 S. Old WOOdWard avenue

Birmingham, michigan 48009

Daniel TreDer
realtOr®

mOBile: (248) 470-8590 email: dJtSaleS@aOl.cOm

Office: (248) 644-6700 WeB: WWW.luxurydetrOit.cOm
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3011 W. Grand Blvd
104 Fisher Bldg

Detroit, MI 48202
Mon-Fri 12-5

Sat 1-4

Call for extended holiday & theatre hours
Handcrafted art, accessories for the home, 

clothing, furniture and jewelry.

Celebrating        Years in the Fisher Building!

248.850.7 182
200 W. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale, MI 48220

248.476.7928
33033 Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 48336

313.960.4793
1420 Washington Blvd., Detroit, MI 28226

www.paintingwithatwist.com
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Saturday, February 20, 8 pm
Black History Month  
Jazz Tribute  
Dobbins-Krahnke-
 Weed-Barefield Quartet

In the United States, the month of 
February is observed as Black History Month, a time 
to remember the important contributions and achieve-
ments of African Americans. Undoubtedly, honoring 
and recognizing the myriad of accomplishments made 
by people of color should not be pigeon-holed into 
one month. However, we take this opportunity to pay 
special tribute to preeminent 20th century Black Jazz 
composers, musicians and trail-
blazers, such as Duke Ellington, 
Cedar Walton, John Coltrane, 
Thelonious Monk, and others, 
as interpreted by 21st century 
jazz masters Sean Dobbins, Kurt 
Krahnke, Tad Weed and A. Spen-
cer Barefield.

Jazz drummer Sean Dobbins 
got his start as a sought-after De-
troit area jazz sideman at a young 
age, regularly playing with Blue 
Note Record’s trumpeter Louis 
Smith. Also in the early stages 
of his career, he received many 
awards and accolades, including 
the Woody Herman Jazz Award 
for outstanding musicianship, 
as well as the Louis Armstrong 
Scholarship.

Detroit Music Factory, a re-
spected Detroit-based recording 
label that has signed Dobbins, 
describes him as “a facile, limber, 
inventive, and playful musician who adds extreme value to 
any band, his happy persona and zest for life easily trans-
late into every performance.” It’s no wonder that Dobbins 
has amassed an impressive list of playing companions.

He has performed, toured, and/or recorded with John-
nie Bassett, Benny Golson, Dr. Lonnie Smith, Frank Mor-
gan, Joey DeFrancesco, George Cables, James “Blood” 
Ulmer, Marcus Belgrave, Larry Willis, Rodney Whittaker, 
Claude Black, Johnny O’Neal, Jon Hendricks, David “Fat-
head” Newman, Donald Walden, Cyrus Chesnut, Barry 
Harris, David Baker, Randy Johnston, Marion Hayden, 

Mose Allison, and a host of other 
great musicians. 

His numerous recordings have 
been critically acclaimed, and he is 
featured on the new Blue Note Re-
cords release Detroit Jazz City with 
James Carter, Marcus Belgrave,  
Marion Hayden, A. Spencer Bare-
field, and others. 

Tad Weed’s career is acknowl-
edged in Leonard Feather’s Ency-
clopedia of Jazz: “… pianist Weed 
displays a very rare ability to cross 
over from dashing bop lines to rich 
impressions, he has all of the bases 

covered from funky blues to the border of the avant-garde.”  
Weed’s discography contains over 30 recordings that 

feature his playing, arrangements and compositions. His 
performing experience includes touring internationally 
as pianist and musical director for Carmen McRae, Anita 
O’Day, Paul Anka, and Jack Jones. 

Weed has been a member of various ensembles, 
including Charles Lloyd, Nick Brignola, Woody Herman, 
Mundell Lowe, John Patitucci, Vinny Golia, Richie Cole, 
Teddy Edwards, and Dick Berk. While on staff at LA’s 
Discovery Records, he recorded, arranged, accompanied 

Sean Dobbins, above.  
Left, Tad Weed, Dobbins and 
Kurt Krahnke often perform  
and record as a trio.

A. Spencer Barefield

D
obbins and Barefield photos: Barbara Barefield | Trio photo courtesy of m

usicians
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and performed with Chaka Khan, 
Al Cohn, Kenny Burrell, John 
Clayton, Bill Watrous, Shorty 
Rogers, Jerome Richardson, 

Bud Shank, Stanley Turrentine, 
Wycliffe Gordon, John Carter, 
Bobby Bradford, Betty Carter, 

Wynton Marsalis, Frank Morgan and David 
‘Fathead’ Newman. 

Acoustic bassist Kurt Krahnke is a 
graduate of the Berklee College of Music, 
and also studied at the New England 
Conservatory of Music. He toured the east 
coast with Ron Levy for two years and then 
returned to Detroit, where he collaborated 
and performed with Wendell Harrison, Phil 
Lasley, Jimmy Giuffre, Joe Henderson, Sonny 
Fortune, Pinetop Perkins, Russell Green, and 
toured and recorded with famed vocalist Leon 
Thomas. He also performed and toured with 
the acclaimed JC Heard Orchestra. In 1989, 
Kurt was a finalist in the Hennessey Jazz 
Search in Hollywood, Calif., with the Steve 
Wood-Brad Felt Quintet, and in more recent 
years has received the ‘Best Jazz Bassist’ award from the 
MetroTimes.

Guitarist A. Spencer Barefield is honored to join this 
powerful trio of musicans for a tribute to some of our na-
tion’s greatest composers who help to establish the Amer-
ican classical art form we know as jazz (read more about 
Barefield on page 27).

Saturday, March 19, 8 pm
Victor Ghannam  
World Music Quartet

Crossing genres from Middle Eastern, to jazz, Flamen-
co, rock ’n roll, and exotic belly dancing music, Victor 
Ghannam’s dazzling command on the oud and qanoun 
has earned him worldwide recognition. 

Ghannam has performed throughout North, Central, 
and South America, as well as Europe and the Middle East. 
Recent appearances include NPR’s Prairie Home Compan-
ion, and with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra’s “Sounds 
of Bablylon” series that highlights Iraqi Chaldean and As-
syrian cultures. 

As a session musician, he was a featured artist on many 
television episodes of Xena, Warrior Princess and Hercules, 
Legendary Journeys, and more recently, the Starz network 
hit series Spartacus.

Ghannam’s playing, especially his improvisational 
work, has been described as technically brilliant, romanti-
cally passionate, adventurous, and filled with intense emo-
tion. One of the founders of the National Arab Orchestra, 
he will perform with fellow orchestra members:

Ons Boukraa hails from Tunisia, where he was recog-
nized as one of its premier percussionists. He has worked 
with many of the legendary singers and belly dancers of 
the Middle East. His electrifying solos are known to leave 
audiences in awe. 

Violinist Qusai Al-Ali comes from Baghdad, Iraq. The 
recipient of numerous awards for his artistry, Al-Ali re-
ceived his Masters degree from Academy Jameela Baghdad 
and became one of the most sought after musicians for 
studio work and with the top singers of his country. In 
1988 he joined the orchestra of Katham Al Saher, one of 
the top singers of the Arabic world, and has toured with 
him ever since.  

From Punjab, India, Gursharan Yash Singh Sandhu is a 
multi-percussionist who plays the riq, as well as the Hindu-
stani tabla and Carnatic mridangam, percussion instruments 
of classical Indian music with ancient Hindu traditions. 

With musicians of this magnitude and far-reaching 
musical experience, it is sure to be an evening filled with 
hypnotic sounds and global magic.

Victor Ghannum leads a world music quartet.

Photo: Z
ack D

aoud
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Saturday, April 25, 8 pm
PUBLIQuartet 

Dubbed “independent-minded” by The 
New Yorker and “Leaders of the New School” 
by Symphony Magazine, PUBLIQuartet’s cre-
ativity lends a fresh perspective to the clas-
sical music scene. Known for their technical 

mastery and joyful performances, PUBLIQuartet (PQ) in-
corporates classical and con-
temporary works, original 
compositions, and improvi-
sations. Often collaborating 
with young composers, they 
are dedicated to presenting 
new and innovative works 
for string quartet.

An award-winning en-
semble, the New York-based 
PQ was selected as the Con-
cert Artists Guild’s 2013 
New Music/New Places 
Ensemble. In 2015, PQ re-
ceived the Chamber Music 
America/ASCAP Award for 
Adventurous Programming 
and sold out their debut 
recital at Carnegie Hall. PQ 
has performed in diverse 
venues and programs, from 
Lincoln Center and Sub-
Culture to the Detroit Institute of Arts, Dizzy’s Club, New-
port Jazz Festival, Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival, 
Nantucket Musical Arts Society, and the Music of Now 
festival at Symphony Space. 

PQ has collaborated with members of the Internation-
al Contemporary Ensemble, JACK Quartet, Nadia Sirota,  
Jessie Montgomery, and amazing jazz artists, Billy Childs, 
Bob Stewart, and Klezmer musician Don Byron.

Detroit-born violinist Jannina Barefield Norpoth 
made her solo debut at the age of 13 with the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra. Since then she has performed interna-
tionally, including appearances at the Mostly Mozart Fes-
tival, Detroit Jazz Festival, Ecstatic Music Festival, VH1’s 
Save the Music, Banff Sets on the Edge, and Saturday 
Night Live. She has performed and recorded alongside a 
diverse array of musicians including Regina Carter, Itzhak 
Perlman, Marcus Belgrave, Nadia Sirota, James Carter, 
Jay-Z, Beyoncé, Anita Baker, Stevie Wonder, Pharrell, My 
Brightest Diamond, and her own  rock band HOLLANDS. 

PQ Violinist Curtis Stewart has received special men-
tion from JazzTimes, and Downbeat magazines, “Holding 
his audiences spellbound” with his  “warm, clear sound 
… sparkling rhythmic energy,” “soulful improvisation” 
and “prodigious technique.”  He has made chamber music 
appearances at Zankel Hall, and Rochester International 
Jazz Festival, and has performed as a soloist with the Na-
tional Repertory Orchestra in Lincoln Center and Carnegie 

Hall. STRAD magazine called Curtis “a gem of string play-
er, among the excellent musicians … whose impressive 
work contributed to many of the night’s high points … his 
swinging flights were among the most memorable.” 

Cellist Amanda Gookin is the co-founder of PQ, a 
chamber musician, soloist, and educator. She has given 
master classes throughout the U.S. and is a Teaching Artist 
in NYC public schools. Amanda has been sought after as a 
speaker on career development by the Mannes School for 
Music and Conservatory of Music at Purchase College. Her 
initiative, the Forward Music Project, commissioned seven 
new works for solo cello to be premiered in Fall 2016.

PQ violist Nick Revel is a soloist, chamber musician, 
improviser, and orchestral violist, as well as composer and 
teacher. He has been commissioned to write Broken Lines, 
a viola quartet, for the New York Viola Society, and choral 
works for a production of Medea with the Xoregos Per-
forming Company. His music has been featured in con-
certs with the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra and with PQ, 

PQ: Curtis Stewart, Jannina Norpoth, Amanda Gookin and Nick Ravel.

Photo: Barbara Barefield
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as well as the Silver Bay Concert Series in 
Silver Bay, NY. His duet Energy for violin and 
viola was performed on a New York Com-
poser’s Circle concert in 2011.

Saturday, May 21, 8 pm
Orquesta La Inspiracion 

Orquesta La Inspiracion charges every 
atom around them with the sounds and spirit 
of the Caribbean. Whether contemporary or 
traditional, arranged or extemporaneous, 
their music is authentic in every detail.  

“I couldn’t play otherwise,” band leader 
and virtuoso pianist Bill Meyer says. “While 
I’m not from Latin America, the members of 
the band are. They are my teachers and my 
inspiration. And they are why we can sound 
like we do. It is an honor and thrill to per-
form with them.”

Meyer has composed and arranged for 
television, film and advertising. He was 
music director for Martha Reeves, and has 
worked with Smokey Robinson, Cab Callo-
way,  Natalie Cole, Savion Glover and others. 
He tours and has recorded with reed man 
Charlie Gabriel, trumpeter Marcus Belgrave, 
including Belgrave’s project paying tribute 
to Louis Armstrong’s Hot Five and Hot Sev-
en recordings. 

Jazz and the music of the Caribbean 
go hand-in-hand. Performers of both traditions inter-
act directly with the audience. Through improvisation 
from the creative powers of the performers, both forms  
reveal spirits yearning for freedom. 

Fusing new and traditional Afro-Cuban traditions, 
Orquesta La Inspiracion creates the signature sounds of 
son, salsa, merengue, cumbia and Afro-Caribbean jazz that 
stir and move spirits like happy smiles at Carnival. People 
sway in their seats and dance in the aisles. Their romantic 
songs move people to dance closer.

Orquesta La Inspiracion is fronted by two young but 
seasoned vocalists, Armando Vega and Dulce Checkler. 
Armando has been recording with some of the biggest 
names in salsa. The solid horn section will be lad by sax-
ophonist Chris Kaercher. Bassist Eddie Caraballo brings 
his knowledge and expertise in writing, arranging and 
playing hot authentic Latin salsa bass lines. 

This year we will miss one of Inspiracion’s  founding 
members and powerhouse on timbales, Javier Barrios, 

who recently passed. Congero Osvaldo “Ozzie” Rivera, 
who established Orquesta La Inspiracion in 2000, will in-
fuse the band’s spirit with a driving beat that speeds hearts 
and makes people want to take action—from the dance floor 
to the community and beyond. He is sure to lead a dynamic 
percussion section. And music director Bill Meyer will lead 
from the keyboard.

Individual members of Orquesta La Inspiracion also 
work to make Michigan a better place. Whether perform-
ing in support of Focus: HOPE, raising awareness of au-
tism, or getting people to read at the Detroit Public Library, 
the members of the band take their mission as members of 
the community as seriously as they do their music. 

If you’ve experienced the ensemble performing at Con-
cert of Colors, the Detroit International Jazz Festival, or 
Music in Homes, you know that Orquesta La Inspiracion 
takes you to a special place—a unique state of mind. And 
that’s why we’ve invited them back year after year! 

This festive event is held in a tent set next to the beauti-

Orquesta La Inspiracion, above, with vocalists Armando Vega 
and Dulce Checkler, top.
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ful gardens of the Frank Lloyd Wright home. 
A gourmet Latin-style feast served during 
intermission is prepared by our own Palmer 
Woods neighbor, Eva Garza Dewaelsche.

— Frank Bunker

Friday, June 18, 8 pm
Planet D Nonet (PD9)  
South African Project

PD9’s Township Jazz Project focuses on great South 
African jazz artists, including Abdullah Ibrahim, Hugh 
Masekela, the Brotherhood of Breath,Winston “Mankunku” 
Ngozi and others. It’s an exciting mix of Apartheid-era 
Township Jazz, African melodies and rhythms blended 
with some adventurous avant garde leaning soloists. PD9 
has recently released 
the music on a two-
CD set. 

In 1990, many of 
the same musicians 
put out a CD with 
this music that won 
‘Best Jazz Recording 
of the Year’ at the De-
troit Music Awards. 
Twenty-five years lat-
er, PD9 decided to 
revisit this music 
with fresh charts and 
a new combination of 
players. To this day, 
PD9 claims to be the 
only group of musi-
cians to ever cover 
this genre of music 
outside of the Town-
ships of South Africa.

PD9’s dynamic 
pianist Philip Hale, 
who recorded on the CDs, explains, “The rhythms and 
soul of this music opens a harmonic bridge between 
American and African music systems that opened a 
creative expression in me that actually feeds a spiritural 
hunger that I didn’t know existed in that way.”

A sizzling and accomplished group of musicians, the 
horn section includes Justin Jozwiak, alto saxophone; 
Daniel Bennett, tenor saxophone; Joshua James, sopra-
no, tenor and baritone saxophone; co-bandleader James 
O’Donnell on trumpet, flueghorn and percussion; trum-

peter Ken Ferry; and trombonist John Tbone Paxton. 
Wow, that’s a lot of powerful horns.

The ensemble also includes pianist Phillip Hale, Da-
mon Warmack on electric bass, Akunda Hollis on djem-
be, and of course the ever-present bandleader, percussion-
ist RJ Spangler. 

Well known on the Detroit jazz scene, Spangler earned 
his first Motor City Music Award in 1982 with a band 
he co-founded, the Sun Messengers. After 15 years as a 
Messenger, RJ directed Detroit blues guitar master John-
nie Bassett’s band and travelled worldwide with him.With 
O’Donnell, Spangler is the guiding force behind PD9, an 
incredibly busy band known for playing swing, blues, 
space-age jazz and classic American songs. 

Planet D brings plenty of fun and lots of technical 

prowess to the party, and is proficient in the avant garde 
repertoire of Sun Ra, as well as the swing music of the 
1930s and ’40s with compositions by Duke Ellington, 
Billy Strayhorn, Fletcher Henderson and Benny Carter, 
among others.

PD9’s versatility allows them to play a wide range of 
swing, blues, space-age jazz and classic American songs, 
all served up with joyfulness and skill. It has also garnered 
them Detroit Music Awards for Best Jazz CD in 2011 and 
Best  Traditional Jazz Band in 2013. 

Planet D Nonet

Photo: Kyla D
orsey
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Saturday, June 18, 8 pm
David Alan Grier Quartet

Broadway, film, comedy and TV star David Alan Grier 
returns to his native Detroit for this very special concert. 
Grier’s mastery of Mississippi Delta Blues and songs by Rob-
ert Johnson and Muddy Waters may come as a surprise, but 
his steel guitar and thundering voice evoke an authenticity 
few can attain. 

He is equally powerful in the American Songbook jazz 
tradition, and will certainly include works from George 
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess—he played Sportin’ Life in the 
recent Broadway production, for which he received a Tony 
nomination and accolades from The New York Times: “stand-
out role of the rakish, drug-dealing Sportin’ Life.” 

Grier’s Detroit band includes internationally recognized 
virtuoso musicians: guitarist A. Spencer Barefield (see 
page 27), Toronto bassist David Young, and drummer Djal-
lo Keita (see page 29). 

Dave Young is a Juno (similar to the Grammys) 
award-winning composer/bassist who worked extensively 
with the great Oscar Peterson, with whom Dave had a 35-
year musical relationship. 

His other collaborations include 
numerous jazz legends, such as Clark 
Terry, Harry “Sweets” Edison, Zoot Sims, 
Joe Williams, Kenny Burrell, Cedar 
Walton, Hank Jones, Nat Adderly, Peter 
Appleyard, Gary Burton, Barney Kessel, 
Ed Bickert, Ranee Lee, Marcus Belgrave, 
Don Thompson, and James Moody.

Partners in Young’s Piano Duo Tril-
ogy CDs are an impressive roster: Os-
car Peterson, Tommy Flanagan, Cedar 
Walton, John Hicks, Mulgrew Miller, 
Ellis Marsalis, Cyrus Chestnut, Kenny 
Barron, Oliver Jones, Renee Rosnes, and 
Barry Harris. As a classical musician, 
Young has been a member of the Ed-
monton Symphony, Winnipeg Sympho-
ny and Hamilton Philharmonic. 

Grier and Barefield recently per-
formed together in San Francisco’s 
“Night at the Blackhawk” concerts, a re-
union for the two whose friendship goes 
back to childhood. 

Grier is a three-time Tony and 
Grammy nominee for his work in The 
First (he starred as baseball legend Jack-
ie Robinson), RACE, and Porgy and Bess. 

Trained in Shakespeare at Yale School of Drama, where he 
received an MFA, Grier has had starring roles in Dream-
girls, A Soldiers Play, and others in film, theatre and TV. 

He’s created memorable characters and won Emmys for 
his work with the cutting-edge comedy TV shows In Liv-
ing Color and his Comedy Central Chocolate News. He has 
been in many top movies with stars such as Eddie Murphy, 
Halle Berry, Robin Williams and Denzel Washington, and 
currently stars in the new NBC TV hit, The Carmichael Show. 

In early December 2015, Grier starred as the Cowardly 
Lion in the three-hour TV musical extravaganza The Wiz 
Live! with Queen Latifah as the Wiz, Mary J. Blige as Evil-
lene, Ne-Yo as the Tin Man, Elijah Kelley of The Butler as 
the Scarecrow, Stephanie Mills as Auntie Em, and other su-
perstars and newcomers. 

Will the new version of The Wiz become an annual  
holiday tradition as Peter Pan, The Sound of Music and oth-
ers once were? Time will tell, but one thing is certain: this 
Music in Homes grand finale is sure to be a stunning eve-
ning and grand Detroit homecoming for Grier, and maybe, 
if we ask, he will roar.                            

—Barbara Barefield

David Alan Grier and A. Spencer Barefield

Photo: Barbara Barefield
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a Gothic-inspired chapel on 
the second floor.

The main entrance called 
“Central Portico” features 
marbleized cast stone sided 
by gables, which have cast stone bays. The round arched doorway holds a massive 
400-pound, golden oak door, protected by an ornate copper screen with a sphere and 
a fleur-de-lis design. 

Surrounding are classical moldings and Ionic columns. A bas-relief panel depicting 
a chirho, the Greek symbol for Christ, surmounts the portico, and the interior features 
many other architectural references to religious icons. 

This magnificent structure remains the largest home in the city of Detroit and has 
been meticulously preserved and cared for by its current owners. The Palmer Woods 
Association, which takes great pride in the historic preservation of its century-old 
neighborhood, is honored and grateful to share this home on its 2015 Home Tour. 

Photos were taken in 2006, with the exception of the Music 
Room ceiling, which is recent.
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uring the first two decades of the 20th century, the seven Fisher brothers 
made fortunes by building bodies for the burgeoning auto industry in 
Detroit. They built lavish homes, two of which graced Palmer Woods. 
As devout Catholics in the booming Detroit diocese, the Fishers were 

determined to build a regal residence for their Bishop, Michael Gallagher. They 
chose to locate the estate on a four-acre parcel directly across from two of their own 
homes on Wellesley. Maginnis and Walsh, a Boston architecture firm specializing in 
ecclesiastical structures, were commissioned in 1924 to design the Tudor Revival 
mansion, which was completed on the brink of the Great Depression in 1926. 

The home subsequently was occupied by Cardinals Edward Mooney and John 
Francis Dearden. The mansion was sold by the archdiocese in 1989 to Detroit 
Piston John Salley, who sold it to the current owners in 1995. This evening, a 
number of the rooms on the main floor will be open to tour, including the music 
room, world traveler’s study, dining room, and drawing room.

The 35,000-plus-square-foot estate is constructed of Indiana-hued limestone, 
Briar Hill stone, and brick, with symmetrical flanking wings. The mansion contains 
62 rooms, including 10 fireplaces, 14 bathrooms and 24 closets, many of which 
are lined with cedar. There is a master suite and 12 additional bedrooms, four of 
which are themselves suites with connecting baths and sitting rooms. There is also 

1880 Wellesley Drive~The Bishop’s Mansion

D

Photos: Barbara BarefieldJ7
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his 5,500 square-foot magnificent Tudor was built in 1923 by the architectural firm of Verner, Wilhelm and Molby. 
This was the same firm that designed the historic Redford Theater Building on Grand River and Lahser in 1928. It 
was called America’s Most Unique Suburban Playhouse.

The original owner, Harold W. Fauver, was president of Detroit Rubber Products, and lived there with his wife 
and a married servant couple from Scotland. 

The exterior of the home greets you with a limestone front entrance, a ceramic roof and leaded glass windows 
throughout. The walkway to the front door and the driveway are made of the original brick work and were re-laid this 
summer. The front landscape was also redone this summer by B & D Garden Design to be more consistent with the 
original landscape. 

The house has three stories and a finished lower level with seven bedrooms and four-and-a-half bathrooms. An 
addition was completed in 2000 to expand the master bed and bathroom over the existing study/morning room. The 
kitchen was updated in 2000 as well, with ceramic tile flooring, granite countertops and maple cabinets. The butler 
pantry was removed, but the original vintage Chrysler and Koppin ice box was incorporated into the new kitchen design. 
The breakfast room is uniquely configured as a 12-sided polygon. It is a favorite family gathering place and looks out 
over the garden.

The interior of the house still contains many of the original features, including all of the original oak hardwood floors 
and Caribbean gum wood-paneled walls and ceiling beams in the dining room, wall scones, foyer chandeliers, and pewter 
door knobs. The original French doors lead into the study/morning room and Pewabic tile floors extend through the 
entrance foyer and study/morning room.

The house contains four fireplaces, three of which have limestone surround and mantels. The fourth one in the master 
bedroom is made of marble. There is a double fireplace between the living room and the study.

This home is beautifully appointed and another example of the splendor of the homes of Palmer Woods.

19471 lowell Drive

T

Photo: Barbara BarefieldJ5
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ithout a doubt, 19430 Suffolk is a house shrouded in mystery. Built in 1917, it is one of the oldest houses in 
Palmer Woods, but little is known about its original owners or architects. Over the past 98 years, the house 
has changed families numerous times and many of its stories and secrets are lost to history. 

What is known is that the house is a textbook model of an early 20th century Colonial Revival and a clear 
continuation of the colonial obsession that was ignited by the 1876 Centennial International Exhibition in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
To look at 19430 Suffolk is to see a visual narrative of American architecture’s reliance on the past for inspiration while 

incorporating current materials and techniques. The original house featured a symmetric façade with a centered door and 
aligned windows. The door was accented by a decorative pediment supported by pilasters. The house was flanked by 
a one-story, flat-roofed solarium. In lieu of a balustrade, the solarium was adorned with the same style of pilaster as the 
front entrance. The central portion of the home is capped by a hipped roof with prominent dormers

Through the front door, the house opens up into a large hallway that functions as the nexus of the house. The hallway 
features the hallmark moldings, cornicing, and wood floors that are featured throughout the home. To the left is the 
dining room, with its own fireplace and mantel, and the large kitchen. The exquisitely detailed moldings and cornicing 
continue into the grand living room. Just as it does on the outside, the library breaks up the symmetric floorplan and 
transitions the house to the exterior solarium. 

In the mid-20th century, the house underwent a major remodel that included a new porch, new kitchen windows, a 
reconfiguration of the solarium into a library, and painting the original brick. While at the time these changes were seen 
as a way to bring the house forward into the space age, hindsight has shown the clarity of the original architect’s vision.

The current homeowners are actively working to restore the original beauty of the home. These efforts include 
stripping the paint from the brick to reveal the beautiful masonry details and restoring the symmetry of the rear façade. 
Fear not for the bricked-over original sidelight windows; they will see the light of day soon. 

19430 Suffolk Drive
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oasting a lovely conservatory that enhances its unique ap-
pearance, this stately Mediterranean-style villa with its Span-
ish-tiled roof was designed by Richard Marr, Detroit’s promi-
nent “architect to millionaires.” The home was built in 1923 for 
I.H. Nie, an automotive executive with the Fisher Body Corpo-

ration who lived there with his family for almost 20 years.
With extensive remodeling completed in 2002 by former owners, 

the design of this luxuriously appointed home seamlessly blends the 
best old-world craftsmanship with today’s finest modern conveniences. 

Bathed with natural light streaming through an iron-grilled 
skylight, the foyer leads to newer enhancements as well as unique 
original features. Recent renovations include a French-inspired, 
L-shaped kitchen/family room sparkling with meticulously finished glass door cabinets, heated limestone floors, granite 
countertops, and dual work centers with island cooktop. Other additions include a high-tech computer area and flat 
panel TV screen above the fireplace, enhanced by new lighting. Unique original elements of the home include a beautiful 
marble mantel surrounding the front living room fireplace, intricately carved wood doors sectioning the dining room 
from the foyer, and an inviting rear sun room with original tile floors and substantial concrete arches that are exposed on 
both the exterior and interior of this room. Modern exterior lightscaping illuminates the home, pond, and private gardens 
with its newly installed fountain statue and breezeway.

The 2009 restoration of the greenhouse, which was added to the home in 1924, is the crowning jewel to the home. 
Deemed the “Bentley” of conservatoires, the Lord & Burnham Company greenhouse was completely overhauled,  
re-glazed and repainted; some parts were replaced from the Rockefeller Estate in New York. 

1530 Wellesley Drive
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nique within Palmer Woods, this beautifully landscaped California Contemporary is one of the neighborhood’s 
newest homes. Built in 1963 and designed by the Southfield architectural firm of James W. Conn, the property 
was originally occupied by a two-story garage with a servant’s apartment built in 1926 as part of Herbert Nie’s 
estate at 1530 Wellesley. 

The home has been extensively updated and renovated inside and out by its present owners. The exterior 
facade is constructed with taupe-toned, tumbled bricks which stretch horizontally in a symmetrical design on 

either side of an expansive, protruding, two-story canopy entryway. 
The soaring glass entrance, accented by customized stained-glass doors, opens into a two-story foyer, flooded with 

light from skylights, windows and glass doors in this sunbathed home. A mahogany stairway with a custom-designed 
stainless steel banister leads up to the second floor, which overhangs the foyer with a glass balcony.

On the main floor, the marble-floored, spacious foyer leads to a sunken living room with travertine tile and wood 
floors, and a granite fireplace flanked by custom-designed Pella accordion wood panels. Recessed lighting, natural 
stone and wood, and European-inspired, custom-designed furniture tastefully integrate with the clean lines and quality 
materials used throughout the home. 

The living room flows into a contemporary dining room, resplendent with beautiful maple floors and maple-trimmed 
windows and doors. The adjacent gourmet kitchen has been renovated with light maple floors and cabinets, black granite 
counters and stainless steel accents. A lovely family room is conveniently located next to the kitchen. 

This home is equally well-suited for entertainment and the intimacies of family life.

19455 Cumberland Drive
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uilt in 1915, this home was the first house to be built in Palmer Woods. Architect Richard Marr designed the 
brick and stucco colonial with an unusual green tile roof and multiple patios for Charles Burton, the developer of 
Palmer Woods. Burton, an experienced developer, was president of the Burton Abstract and Tile Company. He was 
responsible for the development of almost twenty residential subdivisions in the Detroit area. He, his wife Rose 
and their family lived in the house until 1929, when they moved to their new residence on Afton Road. Richard 

Marr went on to design over 15 homes of varying styles in Palmer Woods.
The house was originally located on the west side of Gloucester by the Fisher residence and had the address 19237 

Gloucester. It was moved in 1930 to accommodate Alfred and Alma Fisher’s desire to expand their gardens.
Following Burton, the earliest owner of record of the home was Thomas P. Archer, a vice-president and director of the 

General Motors Corp. A Commodore of the Bayview Yacht Club and renowned Great Lakes sailor, he led his crew to win 
the Mackinac race in 1927.

The house is presently owned by the Ash Family, who have resided in Detroit for five generations. 
The three-story home sits on almost an acre of beautiful park-like green space. The exterior stucco is durable, strong 

and heavy. The unique tile roof line enhances the beauty of the home. On the main floor, the 5,700-square-foot home 
includes a library, sun room, living room, dining room, breakfast room, butler’s pantry (which still has a nickel sink 
and a boot dryer), kitchen and bath. The family room was a later addition. The second story has four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms and a spacious sundeck above the three-car garage. The third story has multi-purpose rooms for storage, 
offices, or bedrooms, and a bath. Throughout the home, the beautiful gardens can be viewed from large windows. 

1700 lincolnshire Drive
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Also new for you... Registration area,

radiology, and Intensive Care Units!

New Entrance!

Enter off of Schaefer Drive

Welcome to world-class healthcare,

right in your neighborhood

Lobby Now Open! 
Also new for you... Registration area,

radiology, and Intensive Care Units!

New Entrance!

Enter off of Schaefer Drive

Welcome to world-class healthcare,

right in your neighborhood

Lobby Now Open! 
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Palmer Woods AssociationPO Box 21086, Detroit, MI 48221 • palmerwoods.orgDear Palmer Woods Guests,
Welcome to the 2015 Palmer Woods Holiday Home Tour and Soirée! This 
year we are celebrating our 100th year as an established neighborhood in the 
City of Detroit. For our Centennial year we are featuring six of our most im-
pressive homes. Amongst them you will see some of the earliest homes built 
in the neighborhood along with one of the most stunning contemporary 

residences in southeastern Michigan. The Bishop’s Mansion, the largest and arguably the most impressive 

home in Detroit, will be the location for our Soireé. We’re confident that you’ll enjoy your journey, as you 

explore the architecture, appointments and holiday adornment of these distinctive and diverse homes. 
Turn the pages of this Souvenir Book to learn about the history and special attributes of each home, and 

board one of the comfortable motor coaches to travel to each one. If you wish to see all the homes, allow 

about 20-30 minutes per home. Feel free to spend more time in some and less in others, depending upon 

your interests. After your tour you may proceed to the Bishop’s Mansion where you will experience an ele-

gant Soireé with festive foods, beverages and live music.Since 1990, our Home Tour has been a holiday tradition to showcase history and architectural splendors in 

our neighborhood, and elegant examples of beauty, warmth and historic preservation. Docents will guide 

you through art and antique collections, fabulous furnishings and outstanding design, as you explore each 

home’s charm and decor. We pay tribute to the homeowners who lovingly care for, protect, renovate, and 

add personal touches to their homes. We thank them for graciously opening their doors to you this evening. 
The Palmer Woods Association (PWA), with the help of numerous supporters and volunteers, presents this 

tour to strengthen our neighborhood and Detroit’s image, and showcase Palmer Woods as a wonderful place 

to live and visit. Our ultimate desire is to further enrich the quality of life in the community and culture in 

our city. Each year, a portion of the proceeds from our home tour is donated to local charities that serve the 

needs of our larger Detroit community.
We hope you will find our neighborhood as special as we do, and invite you to return for the Music in 

Homes concert series, beginning on December 26! (Read about the concert venues and performers at the 

opposite end of this book.). Please let our sponsors and advertisers know you appreciate their support.

Craig Vanderburg, President, Palmer Woods Association

Special ThankS We appreciate all who made the 2015 Holiday Home Tour 
& Soirée a success: our neighbors, volunteers, supporters, friends and all who helped!

1915 • YEARS • 2015

N E I G H BORHOOD  • D E T RO I T

Submitted By: Jennifer Stefanek
jen@stefanek.org / 248.449.3315

Centennial Chairs
Lynne Carter Keith & Margo Norris

Home Tour Chairs
Dale Morgan & Craig Vanderburg

Home Tour Captains
Linda & Chris Cardine, Lynne Carter Keith, 

Gwen Graddy-Dansby, John McGuire & Amir Brown
Margo Norris & Ruth Stallworth 

Denise Yezbick, Curtis Paul & Eric Haynes

Home Owners
A very special thank you to all 
the homeowners for sharing their homes, and to the 

homeowners, decorators, friends and florist who worked 
so hard to bring the holiday spirit to each home

Program Book 
Barbara Barefield, Editor, Designer, Photographer 

Palmer Woods Food Committee
Fredie Carter Bonner & Eva Garza Dewaelsche, Chairs

NEW_MIH_HomeTour_bk_2016.indd   4812/1/15   10:37 PM



Palmer Woods  2  Home Tour



Palmer Woods  1  Home Tour

J

J
J
J

J

J

J

W
he

n 
vi

si
tin

g 
Pa

lm
er

 W
oo

ds
,  

pl
ea

se
 p

ar
k 

on
 t

he
 le

ga
l s

id
e 

of
 t

he
 

st
re

et
 (

m
ar

ke
d 

w
ith

 g
re

en
 d

as
he

d 
lin

es
 

on
 t

he
 m

ap
 b

el
ow

)

1

2

3
4

5

6

14
41

 S
ev

en
 M

ile

19
45

5 
C

um
be

rla
nd

15
30

 W
el

le
sle

y

19
43

0 
Su

ffo
lk

19
47

1 
Lo

w
el

l

17
00

 L
in

co
ln

sh
ire

18
80

 W
el

le
sle

y 
Bi

sh
op

’s 
M

an
sio

n~
So

iré
e 

J
J

J
J

J
J

J
pa

lM
er

 W
oo

DS
 

Ho
Me

 To
Ur

1 2

3 4

5 6

7

7





Home
Tour& Soirée

Saturday
december 5, 2015

Tour Detroit’s Most Fabulous Homes!
Palmer WoodS

Celebrating the Holidays For 100 Years




